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Time Allowed: 3 hours Maximum Marks: 80

ATOMIC ENERGY CENTRAL SCHOOL NO.3 

RAWATBHATA 

 

CLASS 12 - ENGLISH CORE
Confidence Test 1

 

General Instructions:

1. This paper is divided into three sections: A, B and C. All the sections are compulsory.

2. Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these

instructions very carefully and follow them faithfully.

3. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

Section A

1. Read the passage given below:

1. As religious people believing in God, we are all aware of the influence of prayer in our

individual lives. It is true our temples, gurudwaras, churches and mosques reverberate

with the prayers of the devout on festive occasions and even in the course of daily life.

When individuals face dire situations, often they are led into prayer; their faith thus opens

for them a source of comfort and encouragement in their hour of need.

2. But how does India as collective entity, exercise its faith in prayer? It may be recalled that

during the freedom struggle and subsequently after Independence, the Father of the

Nation used to lead the people in prayer on matters affecting its destiny. The men of

different faiths used to take part in such meetings, which gave them a sense of purpose

and also a sense of solidarity as people sharing one destiny.

3. Since the Mahatma fell to the bullets of an assassin, no one else probably came forward to

provide leadership to an exercise of prayer at the national level. No doubt, people of all

faiths had organized prayers at their places of worship in the aftermath of national

tragedies like the Gujarat Earthquake of the Orissa cyclone. The hijacking of an Indian

plane with its passengers of Kandahar in the recent past had moved this nation to pray.

The whole nation again had taken to prayers in mass on two other occasions when

Amitabh Bachchan fell seriously on the sick bed.

4. Man's need for prayer is as great as his need for bread. As food is necessary for the body,

prayer is necessary for the soul. I have not a shadow of doubt that the strife and quarrels

with which our atmosphere is so full today are due to the absence of the spirit of true

prayer. True prayer never goes unanswered,'' wrote Gandhiji. According to Vasudevan,

Secretary of the Rajghat Samadhi Samiti, all-religion prayer meetings are held every

Friday at Rajghat from 4 p.m. to 5.15 p.m.

5. It is said that the act of prayer changes people and situations. There is a general

impression that prayer is an act of seeking favours from God for selfish ends. It is as if all

praying people are only interested in taking their shopping lists to their Maker! For from
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it, the very act of praying teaches one to sympathize with those who suffer. It broadens

one's vision and outlook. It builds up one's character by imparting a sense of

responsibility towards other people and situations.

6. The latest example of a praying nation comes from the United States which is often

labelled as too materialistic. Speaking at the national Prayer Breakfast at Washington in

the second week of February, President George Bush praised Americans of all faiths for

turning to prayer in the wake of the September 11 terrorist attacks. He said he had spent

much time 'one bended knee' since terrorists attacked the World Trade Centre and the

Pentagon, killing more than 3000 people.

7. Regardless of the religious affiliations, people in the affected areas showed an exemplary

sense of togetherness in the hour of tragedy. All differences of religion, ethnicity, race and

language were forgotten as volunteers got busy assuaging the pain and sorrow felt by the

victims. The American example has several lessons for India which is also a pluralistic

society. It has demonstrated that differences of religion and ethnicity need not stand in

the way of the nation unitedly facing all its challenges. If it is true that all religious faiths

teach tolerance, humility and the value of helping neighbours, then the religious leaders

of this nation could also engender unity and oneness of purpose by coming together

periodically to pray for the nation. And when they focus on the fact that all people,

regardless of their differences share one common destiny, there could be greater

communal harmony. Such a consciousness ought to pave the way for peace in society.

1.1 On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer any five of the

questions given below by choosing the most appropriate option (1x5=5):

i. People often pray when they _________

a. Are sick

b. Face dreadful situations

c. Want their desires to be fulfilled

d. Are depressed

ii. What is the general impression about the prayer?

a. It provides food to the soul.

b. It is an act of seeking favour from God.

c. It teaches us to sympathise with those Who suffer.

d. It imparts in us a sense of responsibility towards other people and situations.

iii. The whole nation prayed for _________

a. Amitabh Bacchan when he fell seriously ill.

b. Sanjay Dutt

c. Aamir Khan

d. Salman Khan

iv. All-religion prayer meeting are held at Rajghat on every ________

a. Saturday

b. Sunday

c. Friday
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d. Tuesday

v. "True prayers never goes unanswered", wrote _________

a. Pt. Nehru

b. Smt. Indira Gandhi

c. Sh. Rajeev Gandhi

d. Mahatma Gandhi

vi. As food is necessary for the body, prayer is necessary for the _________.

a. soul

b. mind

c. well being

d. business

1.2 Answer the following questions briefly: (1×5=5)

i. What has the absence of the true prayer resulted in?

ii. What does the act of praying teach us?

iii. What lesson does the America example give to India?

iv. What do all religious faiths teach?

v. How many people were killed in the September 11 terrorist attacks?

1.3 Pick out the words/phrases from the passage which are similar in meaning to the

following: (1×2=2)

i. Killer (para 3)

ii. Unity (para 2)

2. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:

It is surprising that sometimes we don't listen to what people say to us. We hear them, but we

don't listen to them. I was curious to know how hearing is different from listening. I had

thought both were synonyms, but gradually, I realised there is a big difference between the

two words.

Hearing is a physical phenomenon. Whenever somebody speaks, the sound waves generated

reach you, and you definitely hear whatever is said to you. However, even if you hear

something, it doesn't always mean that you actually understand whatever is being said. Paying

attention to whatever you hear means you are really listening. Consciously using your mind to

understand whatever is being said is listening.

Diving deeper, I found that listening is not only hearing with attention but is much more than

that. Listening is hearing with full attention and applying our mind. Most of the time, we

listen to someone, but our minds are full of needless chatter and there doesn't seem to be

enough space to accommodate what is being spoken.

We come with a lot of prejudices and preconceived notions about the speaker or the subject

on which he is talking. We pretend to listen to the speaker, but deep inside, we sit in judgment

and are dying to pronounce right or wrong, true or false, yes or no. Sometimes, we even come

prepared with a negative mindset of proving the speaker wrong. Even if the speaker says

nothing harmful, we are ready to pounce on him with our own version of things.

[8]
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Section B

What we should ideally do is listen first with full awareness. Once we have done that, we can

decide whether we want to make a judgment or not. Once we do that, communication will be

perfect and our interpersonal relationship will become so much better. Listening well doesn't

mean one has to say the right thing at the right moment. In fact, sometimes if words are left

unspoken, there is a feeling of tension and negativity. Therefore, it is better to speak out your

mind but do so with awareness after listening to the speaker with full concentration.

Let's look at this in another way. When you really listen, you imbibe not only what is being

spoken, but you also understand what is not spoken as well. Most of the time we don't really

listen even to people who really matter to us. That's how misunderstandings grow among

families, husbands and wives, brothers and sisters.

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, make notes on it using headings and

sub-headings. Use recognizable abbreviations (wherever necessary-minimum four) and a

format you consider suitable. Also supply an appropriate title to it.

a. Write a summary of the passage in about 80 words.

3. Fireworks and crackers are known to create pollution during festivals. As an environmentalist

design a poster in about 50 words to create awareness of their ill effects.

[4]

OR

As Secretary of the Literary Club of St Anne’s School, Ahmedabad, draft a formal invitation for all

the students in not more than 50 words for the inauguration of the club in your school.

4. After passing the secondary school examination, a candidate has to make a very difficult

choice from a number of streams available to him at the senior school level for further

studies. There is not a valid mechanism to assess the suitability of a candidate for a particular

stream. Write a letter to the Editor of a national daily emphasising the need for educational

counsellors for guidance in this matter in each school. You are Vinita/Vinay, 48, Agra Fort,

Agra.

[6]

OR

As Mr R Singh, HOD Chemistry, Cambridge High School, Pune, you had placed an order with

Messrs Scientific Equipments, Dadar, Mumbai for test tubes and jars for the lab. When the parcel

was received you observed that markings on the test tubes were not clear and some of the jars

were damaged. Write a letter of complaint seeking immediate replacement.

5. You are Sanjay/Geeta, a student of St Martha’s Sr Secondary School, Ghaziabad. You have

read the news matter about the inhuman treatment meted out to new entrants by the seniors

in educational institutions. You are shocked to read about it. Write an article in 150-200

words on ‘The evil of ragging in educational institutions’ to be published in ‘The Hindu’,

Delhi.

[10]

OR

The Debating Society of your school has recently held a workshop on ‘Continuous and

Comprehensive Evaluation’ (CCE) introduced for the students of Class X in all schools. The students

discussed the assessment made by the school on the basis of their participation in various

activities and the system of grading. Write a report in 100-125 words for your school magazine.

You are Parveen/Payal, Secretary of the Society.
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Section C

6. You are Jay/Jaya, School Pupil Leader of Shyamala Memorial Hall, Trivandrum. Write a

speech in 150-200 words that you would deliver in the school assembly during the Vigilance

Week on ‘How to eradicate corruption from both private and public life?’

[10]

OR

“A career counsellor (not you yourself) is the best person to guide you in the choice of a career.”

Write a debate in 150 - 200 words either for or against the motion.

7. Read the extracts given below and briefly answer the questions that follow each: [8]

Read the following extract and answer the following questions briefly:(1  4 = 4) 

"It is in the news that all these pitful kin 

Are to be fought out and mercifully gathered in  

To live in villages, next to the theatre and the store, 

Where they won't have to think for themselves anymore, 

Swarm over their lives ecforcing benefits 

That are calculated to soothe them out of their wits, 

And by teaching them how to sleep all day, 

Destroy their sleeping at night the ancient way."

i. Why won't these poor people have to think about themselves any more?

ii. How does the poet describe the good doers?

iii. How will the innocent rural folk be soothed cut of their wits end?

iv. Add question here?

a) ×

Read the extract and answer the questions that follow: 

Trying to scare me, eh? Well, here’s to you! Look!” And off I’d go for another length of the

pool.

a. Who is the speaker of these words?

b. Whom is he talking to?

c. Who is trying to scare him and why?

d. What does going for another length of the pool reflect about the speaker?

b)

8. Answer any five of the following questions in 30 -40 words each: [10]

What was the order from Berlin and what changes did it cause in the school?a)

It is a tradition to stay barefoot......'. What is the attitude of the ragpickers of Seemapuri

towards wearing shoes?

b)

Why did the peddler keep to the woods after leaving the crofter’s cottage? How did he

feel?

c)

What is the symbolic analysis of the poem" Aunt Jennifer's Tigers"?d)

How did Charley’s friends relate his stamp collecting habit to his being abnormal?e)

Do you think that the father in the story was more or less, an alter ego of the author, as

far as the child was concerned? Why?

f)

Where, when and how did Dr Sadao meet Hana?g)

9. How did the visit to Champaran became a turning point in Gandhiji’s life? How did this show

Gandhiji’s love and concern for the common people of India?

[6]

OR
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Who gave definition and direction to Gemini Studios in its golden years and how?

10. A physical disability brings about a sense of alienation in the mind of a person more than it

causes pain or inconvenience. Can he be treated in the same fashion as a normal person?

[6]

OR

How was the injured McLeery able to befool the prison officers in "Evans tries an O-level"?


