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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. This question paper contains three section A, B, & C 

2. All questions are compulsory 

3. You may attempt any section any time 

4. All the questions of particular sections must be attempted in an order 

 

Section: A Reading 10 Marks 

Q1) Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow     12 Marks 

According to a survey, out of the world’s hundred richest people today, 27 are heirs and 73 are 

self-made. Of the self made 18 have no college degrees and 36 are children of poor parents, but 

some billionaires had neither a degree nor wealthy parents. In other words, super-achievers are 

not born, they are self- made people. It is not external favour that makes one a super-achiever, 

but one’s own struggle. Super achievement is not got through inheritance, but is self- acquired 

success. 

No one is a born billionaire, but everyone is a potential billionaire. It is the unfolding of one’s 

own potential that makes one a billionaire or super achiever. Nature does not discriminate 

between one person and another. Nature’s gifts come to everyone equally. It is the receiver 

himself who either utilizes them or not. So called deprived persons are in fact privileged persons. 

Their state of deprivation serves as inner motivation when they see others are progressing, it 

creates a strong incentive in their mind. It is this incentive that makes a person super. It 

inculcates strong urge in the individual to make something of his life. 

Any state of deprivation brings about a kind brainstorming which enhances inner spirit. They 

enter the world of competition working to their full capacity. They develop the spirit of do or die. 

It is this spirit that leads them to success. 

There are numerous examples of one rising to a high position through one’s own struggle, while 

one’s children might have turned ‘dull’. The reason is simple. The parent started his life withthe 

spirit of discontent; while his children started their lives with contentment. This reason is 

responsible for the difference between parents and children. 

One who is born into a poor family and achieves success by way of struggle achieves one more 

thing, which is more important than wealth i.e. intellectual development. His circumstances 

automatically develop an intellectual struggle in his mind. This struggle unfolds his inner 

capacity, and consequently he emerges an intellectually developed person. 

The laws of nature are greater than everything else. They are eternal they cannot be changed. The 

law of nature in this regard says that it is not ease but difficulty, effort not facility makes 

achievers out of ordinary people. So the future is full of hope and opportunity! (390 words) 

1. Identify the meaning of the word ‘potential’. (para 2) 1 

a. Latent qualitiesb. prospectivec. possibled. probable 

2. Identify a word which means same as ‘incentive’. (para 2) 1 

a. motivationb. enticementc. considerationd. temptation 

3. Identify a word which means the same as ‘discontent’? (para 4) 1 

a. struggleb. dissatisfactionc. deprivationd. discrimination 

4. Identify a word which means the same as ‘eternal’? (para 6) 1 

a. intellectualb. ephemeralc. everlastingd. incentive 



1. How can deprived people become privileged people?2 

2. How do the children of some successful parents become ‘dull’ according to the writer of this 

passage?2 

3. Why does intellectual development take place faster in children of ‘poorer parents’? 2 

4. What is the message the author is trying to give in this passage? 2 

Section B: Writing & Grammar   15 Marks 

Q2)  According to the latest survey by UNICEF, almost half of all children under the age of three 

are under weight. Malnutrition is one of the biggest challenges the country is facing. Despite 

many schemes implemented by the government the situation is quite grim. Write a letter to the 

editor of a newspaper expressing your concern about malnutrition and importance of counselling 

the parents about junk food and right eating habits. (100-120 words)6 Marks 

OR 

The government has taken an initiative for cleaning the rivers especially the Ganges. The 

government has also urged the people of India to realize the dream of a ‘Clean India’. Write an 

article in about 100-120 words mentioning the measures people can take a cleaner and greener 

country. 

Q3) Nelson Mandela once said, “The greatest glory in living lies not, in never falling, but in 

rising every time you fall.” Write a short story about someone who failed at something but found 

the strength to get up, fight back and be successful.                                             6 Marks 

OR 

Going for long walks has always been a passion with me. As usual I was walking amongst the 

thick green forest till I heard that voice………… 

Q4) Rearrange the following words or phrases into meaningful sentences. One has been done for 

you as an example.                  1 Marks  

1. that kids/ offers/ Dili Haat/ of culture/ love/ a colorful dose 

e.gDili Haat offers a colorful dose of culture that kids love. 

2. from all/ Craftsmen/ over India /come to/ at stalls here/ their wares/ sell/ 

3. food court /can try/ different/ food /One/ from/ regions in India/ at the. 

Q5) The following passage has not been edited. There is an error in each line against which a 

blank has been given. Write the incorrect word and the correction in your answer sheet against 

the correct blank number as given in the example. Remember to underline the word that you 

have supplied.2 Marks 

In ancient times there was a rich and powerful king who rule over E.g. rule ruled 

a vast kingdom. Pratap Singh was her advisor as well as close friend. a) 

Caravan-loads brought daily wealth of his capital and his kingdom b) 

was well administered by his ministers for guidance of Pratap Singh.c) 

The only irritation the king sometimes suffered were to see the ills of d) 

Famine, epidemic and wars. 

 

Literature (Textbooks) 13 Marks 

Q6) Read one of the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow. 4 Marks 
The way a crow 
Shook down on me 
The dust of snow 
From a hemlock tree 

a)  Who shook down the hemlock tree?  

(A) crow                                              (B) cuckoo 

(C) mynah                                           (D) parrot 

b)  Which tree did the crow shake?  



(A) mango                                           (B) mapple 

(C) hemlock                                        (D) oak 

(c) Where do you think was the poet then? 

(d) What is the name of the poem? 

OR 
Some say the world will end in fire                                   
Some say in ice. 
From what I’ve tasted of desire 
I hold with those who favour fire. 

 

a) What does ‘ice’ symbolizes? 

(A) love (B) hatred(C) violent desire       (D) all of the above 

b) What does desire refer to? 

(A) fire                                                             (B) ice. 

(C) both (A) and (B)                                        (D) none of the above 

c) What do people think of the world? 

d) What is the poet’s opinion about the world? 

Q7) Answer the following questions in 30-40 words. (Any two)4 Marks 

a) How did rain change? What happened to Lencho’s field? 

b) What does Mandela thanks the international leaders for? 

c)What would you have done if you were in the narrator’s place in ‘A Triumph of Surgery? 

Q8) Answer the following questions in 100-120 words. (Any one)5 Marks 

a) How do you like,the character of the postmaster in the story ‘A Letter to God?” Give reason 

for your answer. 

OR 

b) Money can’t make a man as much as education can. Elucidate the statement in context with 

the lesson ‘The Thief’s Story’ 

 


